CHAPTER VIII
PROBABLE ORIGIN OF THE WORSHIP OF
VILLAGE GODS
THE account given above of the rites aad ceremonies
connected with the worship of the village deities in
South India does not pretend to be an exhaustive one.
It would require many bulky volumes to enumerate the
countless varieties of local use and custom prevailing in
the different villages, and the result would be wearisome
in the extreme; but enough has been said, I think, to
give a fair idea of the general nature and character of
this phase of Hinduism, and to form a basis of com-
parison, on the one hand, between the cult of the
village deities and the Brahmanical cults of Vishnti and
Siva, and, on the other hand, between the calts of village
deities existing among the Tehgus, Caaarese, and
Tamils; and, at any rate, this brief sketch of the
religion of about 80 per cent, of the Hindu population
of South India may serve to dispel the idea that the
people of India are, as a body, a race of philosophers, or
that what is vaguely termed Hinduism is a system of
refined philosophy in the purity of its morality and
subtlety of its doctrines* Religions philosophy, un-
doubtedly, has played a great part in the development
of the higher thought of the Indian people; but ia South
India, at any rate, the outlook of about 80 per cent, of the
population on the visible world in which they live, and
the invisible world which borders closely upon it, and
their ideas about God and religion are represented,
not by Hindu philosophy, but by the worship of their
grama-devatas.
Considerable caution must be uged in drawing con-